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Szanowni Panstwo,

oddajemy w Panstwa rece tom XVII Notae Numismaticae — Zapiskow Numizmatycz-
nych. Zgodnie z przyjetymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w jezykach
kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawarto$¢ catego obecnego tomu
oraz tomy archiwalne sg zamieszczone w formie plikow PDF na stronie internetowej Mu-
zeum Narodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski numizmtycz-
ne-1). Na stronie dostepne sg ponadto wszelkie informacje ogdlne o czasopi$mie oraz in-
strukcje dla autorow i recenzentow.

Rok 2022 byt wyjatkowy dla catego srodowiska numizmatykow w Polsce. Pierwszy raz
w historii naszego kraju, a ujmujac rzecz szerzej — w krajach Europy Srodkowo-Wschodniej
— odbyt si¢ XVI Migdzynarodowy Kongres Numizmatyczny, najwazniejsze spotkanie nu-
mizmatykow z catego §wiata, organizowane co sze$¢ lat pod auspicjami International Nu-
mismatic Council. Wybdr Polski, jako miejsca organizacji Kongresu traktujemy jako wiel-
kie wyrdznienie. Gtownym organizatorem tego wydarzenia byl Uniwersytet Warszawski,
aw przygotowaniach uczestniczyly rowniez Muzeum Narodowe w Warszawie, Zamek Kro-
lewski w Warszawie, Polskie Towarzystwo Numizmatyczne, Narodowy Bank Polski oraz
Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie. W tym ostatnim przypadku szczegélnie zaangazowani
w prace nad XVI INC byli pracownicy Gabinetu Numizmatycznego. Catoscig dziatan kie-
rowat profesor Aleksander Bursche z Wydziatu Archeologii Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego,
pomystodawca organizacji Kongresu w Polsce, ktorego wspieral Komitet Organizacyjny
reprezentujacy wszystkie najwazniejsze polskie osrodki numizmatyczne. Obrady kongreso-
we — ktore zgromadzity ponad 600 uczestnikow, czy to na miejscu w Warszawie, czy tez
w mniej licznych przypadkach, dzigki transmisji na zywo, w miejscach ich zamieszkania
— uzupehnialy liczne wydarzenia towarzyszace: wystawy, koncerty i spotkania.

Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie przygotowato z tej okazji specjalng wystawe: ,,Me-
dal prywatnie. Medale w I Rzeczypospolitej (od XVI do XVIII wieku)”, ktorej kuratorem
byta Agnieszka Smotucha-Stadkowska. Jednoczes$nie we wspotpracy z Uniwersytetem Ja-
giellonskim, krakowskim oddziatem Polskiego Towarzystwa Numizmatycznego, Krolewska
Biblioteka w Brukseli i Krolewskim Towarzystwem Numizmatycznym w Belgii zorgani-
zowano poprzedzajaca wlasciwe obrady Kongresu mi¢gdzynarodows sesje ,,Joachim Lele-
wel and Numismatics in the Nineteenth Century”. W ramach kongresu tradycyjnie opra-
cowany zostal réwniez Survey of Numismatic Research za lata 2014-2020, w prace nad
ktérym aktywnie zaangazowani byli pracownicy Gabinetu Numizmatycznego: Jarostaw
Bodzek, Dorota Malarczyk i Barbara Zajac. Co wigcej, Gabinet Numizmatyczny Muzeum
Narodowego w Krakowie byt silnie reprezentowany w obradach Kongresu, w czasie kto-
rych wymienione powyzej osoby wyglosily referaty. Kongres zakonczyt si¢ wielkim suk-
cesem i stanowit znakomitg wizytowke polskiej numizmatyki.

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure that we present volume 17 of Notae Numismaticae — Zapiski
Numizmatyczne to you. In accordance with the principles that we have adopted, our texts are
published in the conference languages with English and Polish abstracts. The whole of the
present volume can be found as PDF’s on the website of the National Museum in Krakow
(https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1), as are previously published
volumes of the journal. The website also contains general information about the journal as
well as information for prospective authors and reviewers.

2022 was a special year for the entire numismatic community in Poland. It saw the XVI
International Numismatic Congress being held in Warsaw, marking the first time that this
most important meeting of numismatists from all over the world, organised every six years
under the auspices of the International Numismatic Council, had been held in our country,
or more generally in a country from Central and Eastern Europe. The choice of Poland as
the venue for the Congress was a great honour. The main organiser of the event was the
University of Warsaw, and also involved in its organisation were the National Museum in
Warsaw, the Royal Castle in Warsaw, the Polish Numismatic Society, the National Bank of
Poland, and the National Museum in Krakow. In this last case, the staff of the Museum’s
Numismatic Cabinet were particularly active in the work on the INC 2022. In charge of all
activities was Professor Aleksander Bursche of the Faculty of Archaeology at the University
of Warsaw, who was the driving force behind the organisation of the Congress in Poland, and
who was supported in his role by the Organising Committee, representing all major Polish
numismatic centres. The congress proceedings, which attracted more than 600 participants,
either on-site in Warsaw or, in lesser numbers, thanks to live streaming, were complemented
by a wide range of accompanying events, including exhibitions, concerts, and meetings.

The National Museum in Krakow organised a special exhibition for the occasion:
“Private medal. Private medals in the 1** Republic of Poland (from the 16" to the 18" century)”,
curated by Agnieszka Smotucha-Stadkowska. At the same time, an international session on
“Joachim Lelewel and Numismatics in the Nineteenth Century”, preceding the Congress
proper, was organised in cooperation with the Jagiellonian University, the Krakow Branch
ofthe Polish Numismatic Society, the Royal Library of Brussels, and the Royal Numismatic
Society of Belgium. As part of the Congress, the Survey of Numismatic Research for the
years 2014-2020 was traditionally produced, with Jarostaw Bodzek, Dorota Malarczyk
and Barbara Zajac of the Numismatic Cabinet actively involved in its preparation. The
Numismatic Cabinet of the National Museum in Krakow was also strongly represented in
the proceedings of the Congress, where the abovementioned staff delivered papers. The
congress was a great success and a real showcase for Poland.

The Editors
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KRZYSZTOF JAWORSKI
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Votive Offering or Accidental Loss? Finds of
Roman Coins in the Sudetes in the Context

of Medicinal Springs: A Case Study of Recent
Finds from Stare Rochowice (Bolkéw-Zdréj)

ABSTRACT: In the spring of 2018, four Roman coins were discovered by
amateur prospectors near Bolkow, in the district of Jawor. Two of them (a bisected
denarius of Trajan and a whole denarius of Antoninus Pius) were found in the
immediate vicinity of a currently unexploited spring of healing water (alkaline-
saline mineral water, referred to by balneologists as glauber water), known as the
Saint Hedwig Spring. The spring was used until the 1940s in the small spa town
of Bad-Wiesau (now Bolkow-Zdroj, a hamlet of the village of Stare Rochowice).
The discovery of Roman denarii in the vicinity of the medicinal water intake allows
us to hypothesise that this spring may have been known and used as early as the
Roman period. This may also be indirectly evidenced by a nearby Przeworsk culture
settlement, located merely 150—200 m from the spring, investigated by archaeologists
in 2002 and 2021-2022. The discovery of Roman coins in the vicinity of a healing
spring in Stare Rochowice is not an isolated case in the Sudetes. In the past, in the
19" and early 20™ century, Roman coins were discovered in several spa towns — in
Przerzeczyn-Zdroj, Szczawno-Zdroj, Wolany near Polanica-Zdroj, and Radomice
near Wlen. At the present stage of research, the find from Stare Rochowice can
therefore be considered, very cautiously for the time being, as a manifestation of
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ancient symbolic practices, which had their parallels in both the Roman world and
those areas of Barbaricum where this type of Roman cultural pattern reached.
KEY WORDS: Roman coins, mineral springs, Sudetes, Przeworsk culture

ABSTRAKT: Dary wotywne czy przypadkowe zguby? Sudeckie znaleziska
monet rzymskich w kontekscie zrodel leczniczych — studium przypadku na tle naj-
nowszych znalezisk ze Starych Rochowic (Bolkowa-Zdroju)

Wiosng 2018 r. w poblizu Bolkowa, pow. jaworski, odkryte zostaty przez po-
szukiwaczy-amatorow cztery monety rzymskie. Dwie z nich (przepotowiony denar
Trajana i caly denar Antoninusa Piusa) znaleziono w bezposrednim sgsiedztwie
nieeksploatowanego obecnie zrodta wody leczniczej (szczawy alkaliczno-solnej,
przez balneologéw okreslanej mianem wody glauberskiej), zwanego zrédiem
Swietej Jadwigi. Zrodto do lat 40. XX w. byto wykorzystywane w niewielkim
uzdrowisku Bad-Wiesau (obecnie Bolkow-Zdroj, stanowigcy przysiotek wsi Sta-
re Rochowice). Odkrycie rzymskich denarow w poblizu ujecia wod leczniczych
pozwala na wysunigcie hipotezy, ze zrodto to moglo by¢ znane 1 wykorzystywane
juz w okresie wplywow rzymskich. Posrednio moze tez o tym §wiadczy¢ pobliska
osada ludnosci kultury przeworskiej, oddalona zaledwie o ok. 150200 m, badana
przez archeologow w latach 2002 12021-2022. Znalezienie monet rzymskich w sa-
siedztwie ujecia wody leczniczej nie jest w Sudetach przypadkiem odosobnionym.
W przesztosci, w XIX i na pocz. XX w., byly one odkrywane w kilku miejscowo-
$ciach uzdrowiskowych: w Przerzeczynie-Zdroju, Szczawnie-Zdroju, Wolanach
k. Polanicy-Zdroju i Radomicach k. Wlenia. Na obecnym etapie badan znalezisko
ze Starych Rochowic traktowac wiec mozna, na razie bardzo ostroznie, jako przejaw
dawnych praktyk symbolicznych, majacych swoje analogie zar6wno w $§wiecie rzym-
skim, jak i na tych obszarach Barbaricum, na ktore docieraly tego rodzaju rzymskie
wzorce kulturowe.

SLOWA KLUCZOWE: monety rzymskie, zrodta mineralne, Sudety, kultura
przeworska

INTRODUCTION

Roman coins found on the territory of present-day Poland are the most abundant
and important source of knowledge for studies of the relationship of this part
of Barbaricum with the Roman Empire. The first efforts at a catalogue of finds
began in the first half of the 20" century' and, recently intensified, have led to
the creation of a rich source basis covering practically the whole of present-day

' PIOTROWICZ 1934; IDEM 1937.



VOTIVE OFFERING OR ACCIDENTAL LOSS? FINDS OF ROMAN COINS...

Poland.? With regard to the circumstances of the discovery, two categories can be
distinguished: accidental finds and those found during archaeological research.?
There is a general consensus among researchers that the former group, especially
new finds of coins made accidentally by amateurs, require special caution and special
treatment. This is because they require field verification, as the precise determination
of the place and circumstances of the discovery is of paramount importance in such
cases.’ The four Roman coins discussed here, from the vicinity of Bolkow (Jawor
district, Dolnoslaskie Province), belong precisely to this category of finds. They
were handed over by their discoverers to the authors of this paper, along with all
the information about the circumstances and context of their discovery.

The comparison of the information provided by the finders with the results
of'the field survey carried out on 2 July 2019 by the authors of this paper showed that
the coins were discovered in the spring of 2018 in two different locations slightly
distant from each other, currently situated within the administrative boundaries of
the town of Bolkow and the village of Stare Rochowice. The finds can be divided
into two assemblages, represented by silver and bronze coins. The first set consists of
a bisected denarius of Trajan (98—117) and a denarius of Antoninus Pius (138—-161),
while the second set are two bullion antoniniani, identified as coins of Gallienus
(253-268) and Aurelian (270-275). The denarii were discovered just 2 km north-east
of Bolkow, in the area of the former Bolkow-Zdro6j, now a hamlet of the village of
Stare Rochowice, while the bronzes were found on the slopes of Gora Zamkowa,
at the foot of the medieval castle of Bolkow, practically in the very centre of the
town (Fig. 1).

Both discovery places are located in the western part of the Watbrzyskie
Mountains (unit 332.28 in the latest geographical division of Poland®), in its part
formerly known as the Bolkow Foothills.” The hydrological and communication
axis of the area in question is the valley of the Nysa Szalona River, the bed of which
in the area of Bolkow is at an altitude of approx. 310 m above sea level. The river
has its source in the Watbrzyskie Mountains in the Kraglak massif (at an altitude
of approx. 575 m), less than 10 km south of Bolkéw. More or less from the third
kilometre of its course, the Nysa Szalona becomes an important communication
route. In the past, the river had a strategic significance, as its bed reaches the northern

2 See e.g. KONIK 1965; KUBIAK 1979; BURSCHE 1980; IDEM 1983; CIOLEK 2008; EADEM 2009;
DYMOWSKI 2011; BODZEK and TUNIA 2020.

* SUCHODOLSKI 2012: 260-271.

4 DYMOWSKI 2011: 119-120.

> The authors would like to thank the finders, who wish to remain anonymous, for donating the artefacts
to the collection of the Institute of Archaeology of the University of Wroctaw.

¢ MIGON and PARZOCH 2021: 328-334.
7 WALCZAK 1968: 28.
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foot of the Domanowska Pass (492 m), a very important pass separating the West
Sudetes (in this case the Kaczawskie Mountains) from the Central Sudetes (the
Watbrzyskie Mountains). On the other, the southern side of the pass is the Bobr
valley. The passage from the Bobr valley to the Nysa Szalona valley through the
Domanowska Pass has long been the most convenient crossing from the interior
of the Sudetes to the northern foothills of these mountains, leading towards such
important centres as Bolkow, Jawor, and Legnica, among others. Therefore, the
abundance of archaeological finds from different periods (including hoards of
coins, e.g. the hoard from Debrznik near Kamienna Goéra)® discovered near the
Domanowska Pass should not come as a surprise.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COINS®

1. Roman Empire, Trajan (98-117), Rome, AR, denarius AD 103—111

Obv.: laureate bust of Trajan r.; [[[MP TRAIANO AVG GER DA[C P M TR P]
Rev.: Dacian captive seated to right on pile of shields, with hands bound behind the
back, against crossed spears; COS V PP S[PQR OPTIMO PRINC], EXE: DACCAP
1.68 g; 15 mm; axis 220°

RIC I1 96 or 97

2. Roman Empire, Antoninus Pius (138—161), Rome, AR, denarius AD 145-161
Obv.: laureate head of Antoninus r.; ANTONINVS — AVG [PIVS P P]

Rev.: Liberalitas standing left, holding cornucopia in the 1. hand and abacus in the
r. hand; TR POT — COS 111, EXE: LIB III III[I]

2.31 g; 14 mm; axis 280°

RICIII 155

3. Roman Empire, Gallienus (253-268), Rome, bullion antoninianus
Obv.: radiate bust of Gallienus r.; [GJALLIENVS AVG

Rev.: Centaur walking r.; APOLLINI CO[N]S [AVG], EXE: T

1.64 g; 16.5 mm; axis: 90°

RIC V 163

4. Roman Empire, Aurelian (270-275), Milan, bullion antoninianus
Obv.: radiate bust of Aurelian r.; [IM]P AVRELIANVS AVG

8 SAMSONOWICZ 1961: 177.

° The authors would like to thank Dr hab. Arkadiusz Dymowski and Dragan Milutinovic¢ for their consultation
and assistance in identifying the coins.
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Rev.: Fortuna seated 1., on a wheel, with a rudder in the r. hand and a cornucopia in
the left hand; [FJO[RTVNA] REDVX, EXE: S

2.57 g; 18 mm; axis: 240°

RICV 128

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION

In considering the cultural and historical context of the find from Stare
Rochowice, information regarding the circumstances of the discovery of the coins
seems to be very important. The half denarius of Trajan was found a few days
after the discovery of the coin of Antoninus Pius, after a renewed inspection of the
same site. It is worth noting that the half denarius has a sharp, unsmoothed break
edge, indicating that the coin had been split in half just prior to deposition. Despite
checking the discovery site with a metal detector, the other half of the coin has not
been found. Presumably, it may have been retained by its former owner for some
reason. If we assume that the coins were deposited at one time, the date after which
they found their way into the ground is determined by the denarius of Antoninus Pius
minted between 145 and 161 at the mint in Rome. In the case of the antoniniani
discovered on the slope of Gora Zamkowa, the terminus post quem of their deposition
is marked by the coin of Aurelianus (270-275).

According to the currently available data, 80% of newly registered discoveries
of Roman coins are amateur finds.'” In recent years, the most numerous category of
ancient coins recorded in Poland have been denarii.!! Silesia, in the south-west
of Poland, is a relatively well researched region and is no exception in terms of the
representativeness of the finds.'? By the end of the first decade of the 21% century,
fewer than 500 sites with Roman coins had been recorded in this area. This number
is successively increasing, and today the number of coins exceeds 10,000 pieces."

As regards finds of Roman coins, the Sudeten Foreland and the Sudetes
themselves, where climatic conditions were unfavourable for settlement and where
the mountains have always been a natural geographical barrier,'* are extremely
interesting areas but, until recently, had not attracted much scholarly interest. The
Central Sudetes in particular have been poorly recognised archaeologically. This
situation, however, has been changing in recent years. The number of Sudeten
finds is growing, as exemplified by the coins from the vicinity of Bolkow discussed
here. Moreover, an extensive search has revealed information on other Roman

1 DYMOWSKI 2011: 61.

" BURSCHE 1999: 115-137.
12 CIOLEK 2008.

3 DYMOWSKI 2011: 186.

' BEAZEJEWSKI 2000: 121.
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coins discovered in the area under discussion."” Further finds, slightly earlier than
those presented in this paper, were recorded 2 km east of Bolkéw, by the national
road No. 5, also within the Walbrzych Mountains. These are two denarii: of Nerva
(96-98) and Trajan.'® The coins were found at the end of 2012, which means a few
years before the discovery of the denarii from Bolkéw-Zdrdj and the antoniniani
from Gora Zamkowa. We are therefore dealing with an assemblage from one small
area. In addition, we have information about the discovery in Bolkow of a bronze
coin (as?) of the Gallic usurper Tetricus'” (270-273) before 1940. Interestingly, in
1936, a bronze coin of Hadrian was found approximately 10 kilometres south-east
of Bolkéw, in Goree (now part of the town of Boguszow-Gorce). Significantly,
Roman bronzes from the 3™ century also appear in other regions of the Sudeten
Mountains, as evidenced by an antoninianus of Salonina discovered in Ludwikowice
Klodzkie,' a hoard containing 41 Roman bronze coins from the vicinity of Bardo,"
and clusters of coins recorded in the Sudeten Foreland in the areas of Mt Sl¢za,
Swidnica, and Swiebodzice.?’ The occurrence of large bronze coins like sesterces and
dupondii in these areas is also interesting. A dupondius of Trajan is known from
Swiebodzice,?' and the southernmost find is the spectacular hoard of sesterces
from the Swieta Gora area in the Krucze Mountains.? It should be noted that, like
the West Baltic circle, the Sudetes stand out with respect to bronze coins,* and the
new finds presented here seem to confirm this pattern. Let us recall here that in
the paper cited above Jaworski* highlights the similarities in terms of the occurrence
of Roman bronze coins against silver coins between the Sudeten part of Lower
Silesia (especially the Central Sudeten in the area of Kamienna Gora, Watbrzych,
and Nowa Ruda) and the neighbouring eastern parts of the Czech Republic. The
presence of perfunctory bronze denominations in the Czech areas may indicate that
the inhabitants of the upper Elbe basin may already have been familiar, at least at the
time of the Marcomannic wars (166—180) and later, with the most important function
of coinage, that of a means of payment. In this view, the area lying directly on the
current Polish-Czech state border could be seen as a peripheral, northern part of

15 BODZEK 2003: 186.

16 DYMOWSKI 2014: 265-266.

17 KONIK 1965: 33.

18 Ibidem: 85.

19 JAWORSKI and PANKIEWICZ 2008.

20 JAWORSKI 1998; BEAZEJEWSKI and JAWORSKI 2001; JAWORSKI and PANKIEWICZ 2008: 23.
See also: BLAZEJEWSKI 2000: 121.

2l JAWORSKI 1998: 36-37.

22 Publication of the find is under preparation.
2 JAWORSKI 1998: 34.

2 [bidem: 33-41.
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the territory of the Germanic tribes inhabiting the Prague Basin and the surrounding
mountain ranges in the 24" centuries.?® This hypothesis would, however, have
to be verified by new archaeological discoveries, in which not only numismatic
material, but above all a broad spectrum of traditional archacological sources (from
pottery to settlement patterns) would be analysed.

The discovery of the denarius of Antoninus Pius and the half denarius of Trajan
offers a new kind of insight.?® The coins were discovered in the area of the former
Bolkow-Zdréj, a hamlet of the village of Stare Rochowice, in the immediate vicinity
of the Saint Hedwig spring. Before the Second World War, there was a small health
resort known as Wiesau (Bolkow-Zdrdj) there, connected with the occurrence of
alkaline-saline mineral water, referred to by balneologists as glauber water. The
tradition of using this spring dates back to prehistory, as indicated by the numerous
wooden artefacts (spring frames, various tools) discovered in its immediate vicinity.?’
The site did not come into use as a spa until 1833, when the German balneologist
F. Prudlo confirmed the presence of calcium compounds, various salts and sulphates
in the Rochowice springs. On the territory of present-day Poland, the bitter Glauber
waters of Rochowice are the only hydrologically confirmed source of such waters,
which in Europe are known primarily from the French region of Vichy and the Czech
spa town of Karlovy Vary (German: Karlsbad), and which are used to treat liver and
digestive tract diseases. Unfortunately, after the Second World War, the Rochowice
spa was completely devastated, although as late as in the mid-1970s there were still
plans to reactivate the spa or at least to bottle the “Bolko” water and supply it to the
nearest functioning resorts — Cieplice Slaskie-Zdroj and Szczawno-Zdr6j.2° The last
trace of Bolkow-Zdroj spa in the literature on the subject is a mention, albeit only as
a potential resort, in the official “Atlas of Spas in Poland” published by Panstwowe
Przedsiebiorstwo Wydawnictw Kartograficznych in 1990.3° Today, the centre of
the ruined spa is completely overgrown with forest. The coins were discovered
at a distance of several metres from the spring, which leads to the conclusion that it
may have been known and used as early as the Roman period. Depositing coins and

2 See the chapter “Obeh rimskych minci v stredoeurdpskej oblasti so svébskym osidlenim v 1.a 2. storo¢i
po Kr.” In Boris Stoklas” doctoral dissertation (IDEM 2020: 52—60).

% The presence of fragmented Roman coins is confirmed both in graves and on settlement sites (see
BURSCHE 1997: cat.nos 31, 64, 79, 80, 83). Interestingly, the chronology of the coin fragments from the settlement
at Jakuszowice does not differ substantially from the dating of the half denarius of Trajan from Stare Rochowice
(issues of Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius and Antoninus Pius).

27 GESCHWENDT 1939: 184, 11. 13.

% PUCZYNSKI 2015: 117.

» FISTEK 1975. See also: CHACHAJ et AL 1974: 41-44.

30 KAJOCH 1990.
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other utilitarian objects as votive offerings in an aquatic environment was a common
practice in the Barbaricum.’!

If the coins discovered at the spring in Stare Rochowice are evidence of such
a practice, they are certainly not an isolated one. Analogical finds from the Sudeten
region were first collated by the German archaeologist Fritz Geschwendt.?? Listing
votive coins deposited at springs of healing and mineral waters, he mentions the
well-known set of Roman coins from Wolany** near Polanica Zdr¢j in the Ktodzko
region, unspecified Roman coins from Przerzeczyn Zdrdj near Niemcza, a bronze
coin of Domitian (8§1-96) found in the Watbrzych district of Stary Zdr6j near one
of the local springs, a collection of coins from Radomice near Wlen in the Izerskie
Foothills, and another one (two bronze coins: of Helena, mother of Constantine I
and Theodora, wife of Constantine I Chlorus) from Nowogrod Bobrzanski, already
outside the Sudetes. Later literature also mentions an unidentified Roman bronze
coin found in Szczawno Zdroj near previously discovered wooden frames of former
healing water intakes.** On a par with the Wolany deposit, an extremely important
Sudeten discovery comes from the above-mentioned Radomice in the district of
Lwowek Slaski, where Roman coins had regularly been discovered in the past
in one of the local healing springs and its immediate surroundings. Out of the
numerous coins found, only five bronzes were identified: two coins of Constantine |
(306-337), and one coin each of Crispus (317-326), Constantius II (337-361), and
Constantine II (337-340). The coins were donated to the collection of the University
of Wroctaw in the 19 century, but were later lost.*® The identified coins, dated to the
Late Roman period, are testimony to the human presence in the western part of the
Sudetes in that period. The finds from Radomice undoubtedly attest to the deposition
of coins in the form of votive offerings in an aquatic environment, in this case in
a spring. While the newly recorded finds from Stare Rochowice (Bolkow-Zdroj)
are admittedly not as numerous, the context of their discovery seems very telling
and suggestive. Furthermore, there is another important indication that the spring of
Saint Hedwig may have been known and used as early as the Roman period. In the
immediate vicinity of the spring, an archaeological surface survey was carried out
in 2002, which resulted in the discovery of a settlement site. The survey produced
20 fragments of Late Roman period vessels, fragments of daub, and a bone object

31 WIELOWIEJSKI 1970: 110. See also: BURSCHE 2002: 33-43; HORSNAS 2018: 111-124 (with
further literature).

2 GESCHWENDT 1939: 173.

3 KONIK 1965: 156. See also: JAWORSKI 2012: 15-46.

3% LODOWSKI 1972: 5-22; see also: JAWORSKI 1993: 25-26.

35 KONIK 1965: 122.
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of undetermined chronology.** Such a structure of finds confirms local occupation
in this part of Silesia in the first centuries AD, the character and scale of which are
yet to be determined.

The discovery of Roman denarii at the Saint Hedwig spring in Stare Rochowice,
supported by older Sudeten finds with a similar topographical context, allows us
to question Renata Ciotek’s relatively recent statement that “Almost all categories
of finds are represented in Silesia, with the important exception of finds of a votive
nature.”®” It seems highly likely that the tradition of making gifts of coins was
actually known in the Sudeten part of Silesia in the Roman period. Whether this was,
however, an indigenous practice of the local Silesian communities of the Przeworsk
culture, or perhaps the result of cultural influences reaching the southern periphery of
today’s Polish Sudetes from the Marcomanni of Bohemia, is something that cannot
be ascertained at the present stage of research. Undoubtedly, this intriguing issue
requires further research, including renewed archaeological research at Wolany,
Radomice, Przerzeczyn and other sites mentioned in this text.
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MAP 1

PLATE 1

Locations of the finds. Prepared by D. Maciejczuk

Fig. 1. Roman Empire, Trajan (98—117), Rome, denarius AD 103—111. Photo D. Maciejczuk
Fig. 2. Roman Empire, Antoninus Pius (138-161), Rome, denarius AD 145-161. Photo
D. Maciejczuk

Fig. 3. Roman Empire, Gallienus (253-268), Rome, antoninianus. Photo D. Maciejczuk
Fig. 4. Roman Empire, Aurelian (270-275), Milan, antoninianus. Photo D. Maciejczuk
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Map. 1. Locations of the finds. Prepared by D. Maciejczuk
1 — Stare Rochowice (Bolkow-Zdr¢j), 2 — Bolkow-Goéra Zamkowa, fragment of a topographic map of Bolkdw.
Scale 1:10000 (after www.geoportal.gov.pl)
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